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Reference Resources 

Reference sources will help you with a good general background and history of your topic.  
Please also remember that reference books are to be used IN THE LIBRARY only. 

 

    200-299:  World Religion 

This is by no means an exhaustive list of what is available on this topic. However, it gives you some idea of what 
you can find in the reference section of Rickman library. 

Charts of world religions-- REF 200.223 H816  
Key words in religious studies -- REF 200.3 G262    
Religions of the World – Ref 291 R279 
Atlas of the World’s Religions – Ref 291 Sm28 
Worldmark Encyclopedia of Religious Practices – Ref 291 W675 
Perennial Dictionary of World Religion – Ref 291.0321 Ab58p  
How to be a Perfect Stranger: A Guide to Etiquette in Other People’s Religious Ceremonies – Ref 291.38 H83 
 
 
The reference collection and the circulating collection upstairs use the same classification system, so browsing the 
books upstairs may prove an excellent way of finding more information. 

 
 

     Useful Subject Headings 
 
Religions 
Cults 
Globalization -- Religious aspects 
Christianity and other religions -- Islam – History 
The name of whichever religion/cult you are studying can also be used as a subject heading 



When you use a Keyword or “Any Field” search you will get results with those words in the record. This will 
broaden your search but if you wish to find information on a specific religion or aspect of world religions you will 

want to use a subject search. 
 
 

 
 

I used the subject heading; Globalization – Religious aspects and narrowed my search considerably. Note: I used 
the drop down menu and selected “LC Subject” 

 
 

 
 
 

The boxes below show the various material indicators that you might see for books: 
SWU REF = Encyclopedic and background information. These books remain in the library 

SWU Books 2nd Floor = Books that can be checked out for three weeks after which you will either renew the 
check-out date or return them to the library. 

SWU Netlibrary e-books = Books that can be read online. If you wish to use this service off campus you will 
need to create a free account in the library after which you will be able to access all e-books from anywhere. 
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        Periodical Databases / Articles 
 
Databases that will assist in your search are: 
  Academic Search Premier = General Information 
    Psychology and Behavioral Sciences Collection  
  SocINDEX with Full Text  
 
The MOST helpful databases for your search are: 

ATLA Religion Database with ATLASerials =It might be best to use this database for “primary” sources. It 
indexes materials written by practitioners of various religions, not just from the Protestant perspective. 

  Christian Periodical Index= You will get a mostly Protestant perspective on world religions from this 
database but the information will definitely be worthwhile. 

 

          Websites 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/  = The BBC is a fairly trusted news source worldwide. However, as with any 
other news media the information gained from this source must be carefully evaluated. . I first looked at 
“Christianity” to get a sense of how the subject was presented and found it to be a simplistic view of the various 
religions.  
 
http://www.hds.harvard.edu/cswr/resources/index.html  = Resource page for the Center for the Study of World 
Religions at Harvard University. Contains lectures, performances, and other materials on various topics related to 
world religions. 
 
http://www.artsmia.org/world‐religions/ = Website for the Minneapolis Institute of Art. Allows people to view the 
history of the five major world religions, along with corresponding art and artifacts from various time periods. Entries 
about religions are stated to have been reviewed by clergy members of each faith, and the art/artifacts are described 
by museum curators. 
 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the‐world‐factbook/ = CIA World FactBook. Contains statistics for all 
countries of the world, including religion. 
 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the‐world‐factbook/fields/2122.html = Glossary of world religions as 
defined by the CIA World FactBook. 
 
http://www.thearda.com/ = Association of Religion Data Archives. A great tool for searching for various statistics on 
world religions, including: number of adherents, religious freedom, effects of government on religion, public opinion, 
etc. Also contains background information related to various statistics. Data and information is managed by the 
University of Pennsylvania and submitted by religion scholars and researchers.  
 
http://www.quia.com/cb/44055.html = (FOR FUN) A quiz that will test your knowledge on the basics of world 
religions! 


